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D i r e c t o r ,  P l u t o n i u m  Opera t i ons  
Rockwel l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  , NASO, RFP 

As p a r t  o f  t h e  on -go ing  S o l a r  E v a p o r a t i o n  Pond c l o s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Rock- 
w e l l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  engaged i n  removal o f  water  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  as p r o c e s s  
wastewater ,  and removal o f  s l u d g e  f o r  i m m o b i l i z a t i o n  i n  a c o n c r e t e  ma- 
t r i x .  As t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  recedes i n  t h e  ponds, r e s i d u a l  s l u d g e  i s  exposed 
t o  t h e  atmosphere.  Rockwel l  personne l  a re  c u r r e n t l y  wash ing  t h e  s l u d g e  
back  i n t o  t h e  pond on a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  however, some r e s i d u e  remains .  

The Area O f f i c e  i s  concerned about  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e s u s p e n s i o n  o f  
p a r t i c u l a t e  m a t t e r  f r o m  t h e  s o l a r  ponds and has exp ressed  t h i s  c o n c e r n  
v e r b a l  l y  t o  Rockwe l l  RCRA/CERCLA Program personne l  . K i  r k  McK in ley ,  R C R A /  
CERCLA Program Manager, has proposed t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a d u s t  s u p p r e s s o r  
t o  t h e  r e s i d u e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  resuspens ion .  We 
s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r e v e n t i v e  measure, b u t  expect  Rockwel l  pe rsonne l  t o  p r o v e  
i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  Area O f f i c e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  r a d i a t i o n  
m o n i t o r i n g  smear a r e a s  o f  v i s i b l e  r e s i d u e  weekly as a c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  d u s t  suppresso r  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  i m m o b i l i z i n g  any s l u d g e  r e s i d u e s .  

. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  r a d i a t i o n  m o n i t o r s  s h o c l d  smear t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  d u s t  suppressor  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  need f o r  such a t r e a t m e n t .  

P lease document a c t i v i t i e s  t z k e n  t o  immob i l i ze  any r e s i d u a l  S o l a r  i v a p o r a -  
t i o n  Pond s ludge ,  i n c l u d i n g  r a d i a t i o n  m o n i t o r i n g  r e s u l t s ,  and p r e s e n t  t h e  
d a t a  t o  John Krueger  o f  my s t a f f  b 

S a f e t y  and Env i  r o n m e n t z l  Branch 
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